4 STATEMBENT ON THE DISPUTE BEIWSEN [HE BEHAT FaMILY
by EAMAR BEHAT
Grand-dsughter of Bghe-U-Llah.

In its issue of the 23rd May 1952 the daily uewspaper “El-Yam"
publighed an arflcle under the followin head"n" "The mlnlaurj
of Helisions 4ffairs settles a dispate éeumeen he Behai Family®,
This arulcle 1y 4 gross m¢8reprbsuatat’on of facis, In order,
tharefore, to do justice fo L1stc:v and Procla;m the trmih of the
watter, I reqaeste the rewspaper "El Yum" fo Lﬂhlluh the following
statemént but, faking 8 atd8 inimical to the 1nclolea of fres-
dop of the préss and lor sons other ressons, the said NEWSpEper
refused to 8cceds to my request.

}utb between +aa Behai family is deep-rooted snd can—
gd us easily as way be inferteq from the pablished

The Behsi movement was bhoxrn amidet vieissitudes snd wornowt
trdditions, Ite leaders, stwrted in all sincerity = retenlcss
socisl revelution sgaingt the shabby set-up then existing in
Purswa for the Pl;UﬁSE of achieving socisl dathE and genersl

In the 1n1t1dl steges of the m“vqmcng they sacrificed
 posiftion fox he saké of maintaining their at1Le and

their principles, When overn hcimed they were banished
f: Lere ”ncre they were *HUquoncd in the citadel =nd severly
tortured, At the head of these lesdars mas Bshe!Ulla snd his'

entoursge,

to his death Buha Ulls mominsted his eldsst son Akbes
EiSs arvatest Brench" to gucceed him snd to be fol-
18 second son, Mohsmmed ali Aff, "Phe mightisst Eranch”,

followers loved Abbss EBff, olyed his orders willingly

end fuithfelly ss u result of nhlﬂﬁ the movement stfuined 1ts

zenith durin i time, spreu 4’ widgly both inm spirit and

troth, Abhea Bff cted by the lcalenm cammunlﬁv,

wee fulfilling his Mosley duty pruyers in the Jreneh Mosque st

lfu oninterrptadly dlstr¢but¢ny,.lmﬂ to the Mosled, Chris-
el mn fo ke i denouinftions who muy hove stood

5 eonvening Meslem religious ppraﬂn,lltlﬂu, who highly

esteemed him, te discuss th then the interpretation of the

holy Korsn,

wpy oobbas Bff, wes fulfilline the compendments of his father

Ll Bsha" to the Jatter snd wesd fuithful and trust-;rthj in his
mission i I3 were gonscious of his aymputhetic regurd
towar h-he trenalsted by cleveting their sdugst ,l
#nd g0 . d, pendin ir children %6 Universitics for
hi udies, wnd further extended his finmsnoiul help to those
of own community who were in nsed, For o211 these humsnitarian
acts, Abbas BEE, was greatly heloved ani _dhered to by his fol-
lowers who currled out his 'shcs congel ious

the death of hbbass Eff, §ﬂok* Rungnl who was then

gtill clulm d that he wes holiln\ o WILL from his grend-
fotlier her's pide, 48 Abbese Bff, did not bnge% eny mela
childrs In accordunce with this Will, whish is ﬂ“unterf51tt Shoki
Rabbani wes nominsted successor. The Bebais Subsﬂcu"n*:v il t\mong
thewselves, of them there wers udhérents of Mchummed A15 ug

gon of 3ehe!Ulls who v to he the lesu]l suegessor to his brothcr
in ecgordancs with his I;Lhex Will, “while Shoki Hebbani hod cew
Supporters amongst his relot ]vE".

1]



pgli

3 Mohammed Ali's group were the true believers in Abbus Eff, forin
his timg remurksble ddvencemsnt in the mevement s mude, “hecuuse
he carried on along the lines of his futher's teschings.Combining
With his quslities, the most holy respect with whioh custeners ro-
gerd will,dbbes Bff, whom they be ieveé and trustsd could not pos-
Sibly entertsin the [des of the non-fulfilment of his father's Will
. Y It is therefore illogical that Abbes
BEff,should heve committed the hlunder of Appointing his yoand

son os his successor and st ugide his experienced brother who bare
grest suffering end struggled haend in hend with him to edvence the
noverent ,

b As 5 firat step g

thokl Rebboni excomiuniceted the sdherents of Mohcmmed 41i REF by
introduging ¢ reign sf terror which deprived thew of their rudimen-
tery right soch ©§ the one of puying their respect to their grand
tuther's tomb.He furhter threufened his immedicte followers and
sywpsthisers to discontinue sny contuct with the other grou% und
gonsidered their prescnce in nls surrounding &8 disturbing to his
divinity, He ther&fore dispersed und bunishéd them,thns chusing,

4 Berious socisl and ecomomic loss to_his followers.

By Wow the resder would huve realised how desp rooted lies
the dispute hetween the Bohais and ho r it is from ewssy sdution,
£or how could & seftlement be schieved when such settlement should
begin by depesing the world Behui Leudsr ~ us the news puper called,
Shoki Rebbeani.

Shoki Rebbuni ig not the Grundson of El Buhe nor is he ghe
lepsl heir of the Behui movement, he does not represent the Zuhai
Femily nr sect, the men of the movement und the members oi the
Behui Femily are separuted frow him, In Americs there ure thonsunds
of followsrs of El baha who hold dignitied positiomns, .own newspapers,
publish books muintuin their prcpapsnde and consider shoki Rubbini
&8 o usurper, diverted frowm the poliey originally leid down by the
lesders of the movements, g

., Shoki Eff. would ha
linistry of Roligions &f
lomers %o visit Fheir hels
the lust thirty yeers~ hed he not fesred fo
be the Isrseli Courts where justice is delivered i
hzd he not sniticipsted ¢ emerggnas of other serious
plications, lement of which wonld have been impossible.

Although t oriticsl position Shoki Rebbani is
pleced end Eno 5 mission to wisit the holy places wes
extorted frow him,hizs sgreement to it dispuruges his posifion and
dipgnifty ameng hig followers,yet on the atﬁer Bund, Shoki Lebbsni,
red unserupulonsly lods towerds the afflictions of his follo-
wers when he wes ordering their henishment snd dispersion.

1t h=d not been my Intention to ruise the metfer up to courts
in opder to gtop the dsmolition of two Small roows situsted at the
entrance of Il Baha grave exospt for the following two reusons ;

1. Do preserve of fhe historiesl agpect of tho buildip i

4y to Bpprise Shoki Rebbani of the necessity of consulfing His

partners in the Estute when he proposes to undertuke aady
constructional change

I foil to understand
heretios and sets out to d
senction;in the sircomst
watter for sadjudication he
newsipepers and to resort to

sefegnard himself cguinst the Behed Femily,

declinad tc secede to the wishas of ths

rs g to permit Mohammed Ali Bff'x  fol-

places — & visit prohibited to them for
Ee brought before to

i n idesl mes-—

how BShoki Rebhbuni dencuges u group as
moligsh their property by forée withbot
no alternstive but to ley the
public through the medium of
litigation if necessary.

KANER BAHAL
Grund—-duughter of Baha-U-Tlah,
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b
Kemar %&hai
Grend deughter of Baha U'Llah.

In its issue WNo,13538 dated the 6th Jume,1852, the evaning Heb-
rew newspaper "Me'sriv" published u length irtiale by the well-
known writér N.Giludi on the Buhud moyement wund fthe baistory of its
founder and its leaders in which he discusses the existing dissen-
gions hetween the members of the fumily. I quote hereunder for in-
formetion & verbetin trunsletion of the urticle for the purticuler
attention of the Bahai fumily and the Buhuis all over the world.

B fhile I do not comeur with wll the views expressed in the ar-
ticle, I must point out thut the writer pronounced the mers truth
about the malevolence of Shoki Habbani,his usurpstion of the spiri-
tual leadership of the Behai movement &nd the hirsh trestuont 4n
exile inflicted by him on its leaders, However I leave it to every
reader of the arifcle to form his own judgment.

: Kemar Behai
Grand deughter of Baha U'Llah

The Brotherhood celebrates its Jubilee in dissengion.

religion of
gentennial sn-—
od) thanks to

igion hss been

The Behei religion called Brofherhood religion,
light or Persian religion will celeprgte shortly tha
niverssry of its founder Bshs U'Llch (ths light of G
whose ingpiretion the centre of the fourth world rel
ingtituted in Palestine.

Thig event iz to be celebrutec in the midst of ¢ grest schisp
besetting the Bihai family whose sixty members oppose the self-im!
posed legdership of Shoki Rubbani. ; 3

While the nature of the dispute within the sect is spiritusl
yet it hes e materisl and social sspect es mell. v - )

While his entugonists contend thut in the founder's will his
son, Abbes Effendi I8 nomincted o8 successor to be followed by his
second Son lMohamed Ali Effendi, they ¢luim thut Shoki Effendi violu-
ted the sugcession order und unjustly took the crown to himself.

The dissension in the Prophet"s fumily hus been lutely brought
bafore the Lew Courts, Only u fortnight sgo the publioc cherighed
the hope that the Ministry of meligious Affairs might reconcile
the 3pponents, & e o

Fhe Community has property considered holy by all the adherents
of this religion,” In Worthsrn Acre thers exists the house where the
founder lived and his tomb. The house has been turned to & lussum.
but is also heing utilised as & shelter for pilgrims from cversess.
This property, six sevenths of which is registered in the name of
the Babai family oppesing the leadership of Shoki Rabbani forms &

one of contention which may be setftled by litipzfion. Hut patters
relating to spiritual value® where primeiples oI faith ere involved
cannot be solved or determinated by human judgment. For this reason
the cpponents had resort to the Law Courts when Shoki Hebbani orde-
red the demolition of a part of the ssid property.

]
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Sugeession Disputs.
When the demolition was' startsd the oppoments abtained a

Court's order for the stoppsge of work, Conseguently the head of
the Cowmunity a%;oached the Ministry of Religious Affsirs in the
metter ond 2" notice served by the Deputy Minister declersd the pro-
perty to be comsidered =& < holy 81:ce end &ccordinﬁly the disputs
Fell outside the jurisdiction of Civil Courts. In the circumstances
the opponents lodged & cese in the High Court against the Deggty
Winisher for Relipious Affairs on the besis thef the declarstion
of the plece ss holy wes made without their knowledge. 9/
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- At this juneture when the Deputy Minister foresaw the ser-
ious developments that might erise began taking steps in order
40 rgach a reconcilistion, The main aréument_o? the opposition
was that they were not permitted access o the property which
alshcugh partielly theixr own by right yef wmas wholly theirs spi-
rltualﬁy. Mediation bore fruit ss habbapl &gresd to permit his
opponents both to use the house where the foundsr lived and to
visit his fonb.
; .The 1ifting of the prohibition has reverted the dispute to
its initial point and fresh developmsnts sre expscled to ensue.
The Bahais are of Persisn origin and do not form a lerge.
community. Their head derives his stength frcm his fellowers in
the United Stytes and Uansde from smongst whom he merried a =
beautiful wife, The Bahai Community in the United States Is eati-
mated te number one millien from whomfSource of wealth emsnetes.
The Bahais posses large estates in Heilfs with big difices and spa-
cicus pardens loosted irn the Persisn Street, besides the besnfi-~
Tul Bahai garden where jmprovements sre being carried out in pre-
Paration for the centunary Jubilee this yeer, It is not permitted
to see the Community Hesd not cven for his entourgs, The affairs
of the Community ere sftended to by his Cunedien wife sssisted by
few Americens, :

The Behai religion was founded 100 years ago gt the birth of
Behe U'Lleh, TraditIon specks of o precarsor culled "The Bub" wmho
snnbncisted the impending sppeurunce of the founder of & nsw reli-
gion, When Bshs U‘fl h grew up he begen preuching the Religion of
Brotherhood snd Pesce, He did not préscribe uny functiocnul rites
but ingtructed hig followers to live in lipht. The dmericun.Com—
munity cells itself "The Nutiopal Spiritubﬁ Council" and fulls
under the leadership of Shoki Rebbuni who is in fuet the third
lewdex, the first being Behu U'L1sch who died in 1832, the second
abbes Zffendi who died in 1922 snd the third Abbus's Grundson on
the mother's gide who violuted the founder's will.

)

] In the Brotherhood Religion, brotherhood does not prevuil
in this jubilee yeur.

KalleR BAHAI
Grand duughter of Baha U'Llah.



Circuler No, 3
The Bahai Movement
i
Kamar Bahai

The reader has noticed that the local newepapers, Hebrew and
English, have slloted apsae to writers who attempted in so fer as
they were scquainted with subject to publieh informstion reparding
the e neg of th i Lohs oy » hes slso noticedfhs
this press cemp ght be culled, bepan siter fhe pub—
lication of my ;. in it T hed expluifcd the cuuseswhich
brought sboat.the d the Bshul fumily,numely the splif hich
urose after Shoki Rul i sed himsslt us the Spiritudl Leaday
of the Movement on the counterfeit will whieh he
origi !

1uted. g =
: Now by virtue of my personal stutus us Grend da
U'Lleh the founder of the liovement =nd in response to many

sxprossed and guestions set down in numerous letters I hive received
irom Isrsel snd Abroad following the publicetion cireculer
Wo.2, I feel bound to put before the reader nd slear

gxposition of the essence snd teachings

Firgt, let me begin by extending my v

Mirza Ahmad Sohrub, the founder und editor

sfaunch l§y$1tr to the Buhui fampily I
4 ne

with whie 48 raised his voies

tharnks to

G for hds
vement for the vehemence
i ricu, for his letfers of
sncoursgement, for the sptness of his udvice — ¢ll of which confivm
his unfeiling devotion to the spreuding und udvancement of the cumse
hig full "suppyrt to the right of our

That he is now extendin : .
his unflinching constancy end I teke

cause is ¢ further instunce
this opportunity to say to him that as from time he was secreteary
to my late uncle Abhag Effendi, I have naver antertaincd the lesst
doubt concerning his loyalZty to the family and the Movement end I
know that the motive of his revolt wes otcésioned by the counter—
feit will which wes cleimed to have been written by the one for
whom he was the most trusted confidant, ¥

He then ¢arried the fleg frohjustice to Americe wmhere he gircu-
lated pawphlets, wrote books, fouhded braunches und dissemin.ted the
movems nt fhrougﬂ his "Ceraven", I will scceds to his edyice snd con—
vene u gener:l congress to be sttended
and in Americe,

Let me now take the reader beck to FPersia, the hirthplece of
the Movewent, to Persia the all powerful who bestowed sn unrivalled
civilisetion to the world, who produced great kinss, statasmen,posts
snd philosophers and let us together turn over the pesges of history
until we reach the end of ths IS8th and the beginning oi the 19th
Uentury, Wow we find that the kings are either too Wesk or toc crudl,
lbe religious heads fanatical fo fthe extreme and the people sunk
inte ignBrance, for how could sducation be sncoursged when science
&nd kniwledge were locked upon us hostils forces working gpainst
relipgion? Tﬁqreiore with corruption prevailing in the CoveFnment
uith fanaticism replécing religion and with an economy in confusion
the country was sbout to collapse,

2 In the circumstences it was ineviteble that & social révola—
tion should occur. A distinpuished reformer rose to lead the revoe
lution apainst the then existing evils. By virtus of his tiery spi-
rit, his'eloguence, conyincing Topic eand peerless coursge he wag

the Bshel Lewders here




CIRCULAR No.4
B Hen = ST

God's revelstion is like g oryatal fountain inet flows into
hesrts of the prophets from time to time,

This fountain cressing the 1ife .of Zoromsier produced
his fteuchexss great kings, experienced politicians, wiss [
phers, inspired poets and putstending men of art.

Thet fame fountain imspired the great Suddha oo
c%uud aﬁd showered hig principlessguenched the thirst
of peoples,

It Gverwhelemed the guiet life of Confucius and wude ihe
Chinese people a cultured and pious natiocns. i

It %ound its way into Moses'heart as a result of which she

desert blossomed ia-%ruit and flower. g ; 5
pade & deep ineision’ into Jesus Christ's soul and then fhe
goent of the flowers of love perfumed the ilvgs of the believaors.

It ponetrated with violence and turmcll into the arsbisy
Desert mﬁere Mohempad, the irrigato watered the fields ol Enow-
ledge, art and dcience. ; ; -

hnd now this current of rgvelation strugk the hesrtg o the
Behai Lesders., Mizra Hussein 411, later naued Baha U'Llah &
iz the ity of Nur, Persis in the ykar 1817.He was the s
gr whose ipminent sppserance wos prophesied by ﬁhzrg\ﬂl;#
"il Bub" whon the lhtter made his movement in Hay 1844 in whi
declared thet the world with its methods &nd worn out tre s}
w3 sbhout to collepgs end a new fres und stron world would replece if.

Buha U'Lluh sterted his revolutlonsry mission in 1863 and waee
a relentless war against the wornnouI traditions ?nd the forces
evil &8s & resnlt of whieh he was stripped of his hereditery tit
22,8 noble in the Persian Court and suffered the loes of his v
estates through confiscation,

He procleimed the end of thenight of sggression end ¢roel
fapaticism and prophesfed the demn of pesce &nd brotherhoog, bfrea-
ching the oneneSs of Earth, racs end relipgion.

hnd he is the one who szid that &ll the humsn ruge 8
frop one source snd the spperent differences result from €if
2es of environment and degrees of culfure end thut humenit
nothing else but one Femily, after «ll God crested the Burth
out boandurics or frontiers.

The founders of the great religions in the world sre but ing
pired people carrying holy messsges to different corners ol the
World st different intervals of time,

Bahaism is not an organisation but a systew of though end =
new way of living.

Tﬁe_eixect cf this was thet tr:
pether with the mthorities of Reli
Srisnoned him und lstey exiled him with his family wnd « group
his follawers socross the persim border, Beoded then beczme his residence.
_ During the first tnelve yours bf his exile in Broded, the =
Buhai Movement expanded und sprewd, for the suffering W ich he exe
gergencgd und the hurdships which beset him did not Stop him frop
delivering his messuge. Men snd women from wsrious regicns flocked
tc quench their thirSt from this gweef and holy fouugaiu.

Tater he wes exiled snew to Congtantinoplt and frow there &0
sdane and at last to here fortress, From that im enetrable fort-
ress, Ghis great prisoner spread his teschings of love, broth
hood, pesoe end jastice to the Hust apd West. Frow wifmn the well
of this sreat fortrsss, Bshs U'Llah sent his messuges to the kings,
emperors und rulers of the world in which he showed them the way
fo salvation and urged them to put sn end to the rule of viclence
and to cstablish s reign of justice, brotherhood gnd to ersct the
foundations for 5 perménent ‘nternstional Parlisment.
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These principles mentioned above presched by Baha U'Tieh-
with grest power of Spirit were trsnsmitted to the Presidsnt
of the United Statles of America, to the king of Prussis, to
the Bmperor of Austria, to the Dser of Ruagis, to Nepoleon
the III, to Queen ¥ictoria, to the Sulten of Torkey, te ths
Shah of Persis and the Holy Popa.

After 40 years of exile and oontinuous labour and after
the marturdow of 20,000 of his fellowers, Baha U'Llah died in
1832, leaving & will to his eldest son, Abbas Bftendi, to be
succeeded by his decond son, sohampad 411 Bffendi, assigning
to ther the sgiritua} lsadership of the lovement aud the reod-
ponsibility of carrying out his mission of brotherhood and
peace,

KAMAR BAHAT
. Grapd daughter of Baha U'Ilsh
15/1/58



CIRCULAR No. 5
ABDUL  BaHa  4BB4S

Abdul Bsha Adbbas wes born et midnight on the zSrd Usy, 1844
in Teheren, the Same yeur that "Bl Bub“ proclaimed his mission teo
the world.

When Abbas Effendi wes scarcsly nins years old, his father
was arrcsted snd imprisoned in Teheran. The mob attacked his honse
and looted it, the family was stripped of its propsrty and left
to suffer the sting of hardsiip snd poverty.

4bdul Bahu Abbas was so attached to his father that he almost

(appesred to act as hir body gusrd. Being constantly sround him,his
father sducuted him us he wished and brought him up as he sew *it,
sowed in him ths secds of his grinC1p1=s, built in‘him = strow
Edrsonality imbibed bim with the spirit of humenitarisnism en

uught hin' that those Who serye bhumtnity schieve vietory st the
ends He told that to ke & good Bshai, he sculd love the world and
bomsnity. in gensral and fry to serve it and. labour for universal
peace and brotherhood.

2bdul Baha dAbhes graduated from his father's school a strong
spiritual personslity; he was wise and gensrous, & fether to the
needy snd & gaide to those who went sstray. He drew his sablime
principles and hameniterisn idesls. from the school of life and the
nsrdships of oxpericvnce,

The despotic rule of Abdul Hemid heving terminated in 19
end the then youns Turkey heving extended & genersl sunssty f
all prisoncrs, abdul Bahs Abbes was released at the sge of 40
the prison in which he hsd entered ss & boy.
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At thut zgs Abbes Bffendi took upon himself the responsibility

father's mission, proceeded to Eoypt, Switzerland,
%J- :

to propegate hig
France, Germeny, Hungsry, Grest Britaein, United Sfates of Americs
and Cansde sgud there preached his father's principles snd humenita-
riegn idesls which werd d€eply rooted in hiw, In the courss of his
vislts fo those countries %huugands of prople heard him preach fhe
prinaiples of his father, in charches and in every type of religiona
institutions, end millions of people read ahout the %Toachings o

Bahs U'Llsh in the locsl newspapers, und S0 in virtus of hid még-
netic personality he was uble to aftruct men and women of every
belief and relipion,

His followsrs loved him greatly and he reciprocsted their love,
he lifted their standards morally, Epirituslly end materially to
the limit of his poussibilities and he endesvoured with all his
might to come to {he rescue 0f those who were meterislly in need
a5 well us to those who sought moral assistence,

This heloved religious leader who called himself shdul Bsha

Lesning the servant of Baha U'Llah, his father - who was led by his
fether's personality ip dsrkness and gnided in solving problems,

i
this lssder who cerried ovt his fsthoF's teschings albost literally
without origineting enything new himself or misconstrieting, do you
believe, defr readsy tﬁat this soryant of Behe U'Llsh, this honost
snd good men could in eny way deviate from the puth his mester drew
£or Adm for the sdvencement &nd lesdemship of the Buhsi Movenont?

Oertein persons looking after their own private materi

originate whatAtheﬁ cglled a Will and attributed ssue to
= grandson to

t
bas @?fendj in which w&s Supposed to nominste his g

spiritusl lesdership of the Movement, This grandson who was b
t time s younp boy end thersfors upeble to réalise the extent
the greut’ responsibility thut wsaa being entrusted to him by

P70,
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those pergons, is, in my opinigg,'and I have undeniable evidence
to thif sffect - anible to redlide it up to the prosent moment.

 Thoge persong whether they intwnded or not hava cuertainly
committed an uniorgiveble sin against dbbas Effendi, A will con-
tradicting his father's Will ! This ig to Schame, Shame horsclf
gfpscially &s the sacred nature of s will is respecfced not only
by the Basterngrs but algo b% the nations of the world; morcoyexr
i8 it belicyabls thet abbas Effendi should huve tampered with
his father's Will se long 8s he kpnew thai{ ke had no'right
Lo change anything in it esgeclally sg his father had Timite
suocassion, in cade of death, to his brother, hsmmed All B

Those parsons whe originetsd the Will snd pretended to
abbas Effendi, sttached to him g disgrice which the commonsst
people would have resented, so how much more with him, the gre
religious leader, for they havs piotured him as & disobudicnt
yiolating his father's Will, the same Will which gave hiw tho 1
to the l2sdership. His brothers respected the holiness of fhasir
fatherts Will ang socepted it and extended their help in the strugds
for the propsgation of the Movement.

On Fridey 25th November 1921 abdul Behe Abbes, =s usual stten-
ded Friday prayers asnd distributed in psrson slms to the poor snd
needy and returned to his residencs. Thres days later, on Zoth
Wavewber, 1821, Abdul Bshs Abbas disd, leaving s¢gording to his
fether's will, the spiritusl lesdership of the Movement to nis
brother, Mchamud A1i Effendi

oo

Kumur Bshal

Grundsughtsr of Bahu U'Llah.
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(IRCULAR Bo. 6
JMOHAWMAD ALL EFFENDI.

The records of history instruct us sbout the world-wids social
wovements and sbout the 1pbrigues that centred around sarnast re-
formers; they slso bripg to light conspiraciss which wers hatchod
by consummate plotters for no other reason than gonsidersble perso-
nel bometit,

: If it mers possible for me to mention hare instunces of such

intrigues as sccompanled the social movements reicrred to dbove, I

would heve done so, but considering the limited space of this cir-
calur, this is olsarly impessible. Ii interesated, - tha deur readsr

could’ turn over the piges of history and discover for himself in-

numerable instances of the existents of such intrigues.

The Bshai Movement itsslf did not form sn exception to the
rule. The basest form of intrigue was minutely would up around fthe
lovemsnt and to & large extent suaseded in schieving its vici
aip and,- in oy opiniocn, not without besmirching the reputation o
logel &and 3ocﬁ lé¢edors, The intrigusrs scting jointly to create a
chism in the Behsi family, aimed 8t sepasratino the two brothers,
ibdnl Bahe Abbas snd Mohtimsd S1i Bffendi, thd legitimste leuders
~f the Bshai Movement. They sowed the sceds of discord betmse the

by msgnifying trifling incidents in sach & way es to sffect Sr=

sely the hearts of the two brothers and increase fthe pisunderstan—

dihs between them, They suoceeded in ftheir derk purposs for he
LR S o : s
nisinderstending which they planted grew ss the yours went b

% {9 complete their wickedness those same intriguers prevented
Mohsmwsd 4li Bffesli from seeing nis dying brother, 4bbas Effendd
pretendi that the latter did not wish fo be disturbed by kis® own
brother fF¥om paying bis last respects to his dying brother!!l and
need there be & clourest manifesfation of Mohsmmed 41i'g noble chu-
ructer when he submitted to the intriguer's will und desisted fr
sceing his dying brother in order to provent further dissepsion in
the Movement.

As T & bow presenting to the reader o picture 0f the 1iZfe
of the Bgnsi Leuders, feel bound tO put on record & short pur:
graph on the life's work of the Sscond Son of Baha [Mldbh,
mmed Ali Bffendi,- this son who was_usurped of his right, whoss
100d heart and noble character, followed the principles of Buhuism
%p the letter, whose humenity was boundless, this men of peuco
whose very virtuss snshled tgc intrigusrs to take full sdrintag
of his sdherence to Bshaism in order to destroy the last brid
thut linked him with whst they called the followers of Abbus Bfrendi,
who were in fect the intriguers themselves snd & few of their
supporters.

I would 1ike to guote extracts) from the then local Arubie,
English and Hobrew newspspers when thoy mounrned Mohammad Al3
Effcndi's death, In khis conpeefion it is potworihy fo mention
thut even the fammus review "Grest Britsin and theBast" which is
refurded 85 the mouthpiece of the British Govermment ip patters
of foreipn policy, published an article on the ccoasion of hi
death bedring the heading : "Bshai Leader Dead”. The kin
will now read the guotstions taken from "Bl Difan” Falastin”
"Jemseh el Eglamiye®, “"Post News", "Palestine Posth, Heboker,’
"Hasretz" and Daver". e :

. "Dbepieture of
d noble lesder of Bahuism, son: of
gnder of Bshuism, Mobsmmed ali Bfferdid,
titled him, "The Mightieat Brunch" wus

Irun in the yesr 1853, Accoumpsnied his fethor

dud wnd then



o

to the capital of the Caliphs and finally to Acrc where the
founder of Bshaism ¢ztablished his permsnent rdsidence.

His father bduosted himise profoendly thet for all con-
troversial matters regarding Bshaism and other religions, he .
wag oonsulted as dn authari%y. lioreover he edited books and
wrots messagess 4s shown by his father's letters and messages,
Baha U'Llsh spocially favoured him and se much so that he mo-
minated him t¢ the loadership of the Movement to follow his
gldcrhhrothdr, the late Abbas Effendi, entitled "The Greatest
Branch".

Mohampad Ali Bf 'undi was & personality with & noble cha-
racter, lofty heurt end soul, & men of peace &nd shove petby
fanily guesrrels, he instructed his followers %o rem@in peéce-
fol and quiet. He was the inseparable secrotery snd confident
of his fathor."

Truly he wmas hig father's confident for his father during
his lifetime intrusted him with the mission of presching Behaisn
in Indig and Egypt. Ho wss the only son,.among Behs U'Llsh's
sons to re boen homoursd with such g responsible and weighty
mission while the Movement wes still din its infeaney snd necdsa
strong and imposing men, He Sucoseded in his mission and uchie-
ved the sims et out by Bahs U'Llsh,his fathor.

The fact that the tfounder of Bahaism assigned the weighty
responsibility of carrying out the mission to his son, liohswad
4li Efiendi smong others, clearly proves, that e hud grest
gonfidence in his ahilities fo carry out saeh a missloh.

It is not sn exapgeration to say that with all his inherent
quulitics Mohammed ALli Effendi would have been an ideal leader

o suecceed his brother, abdul Bahs &bbas.

This symbolic picture of the didesl leaddr, this noble heart,
this wonderful charscter and e=levated soul, this leader, whe
loved Bahasism snd devoted his whole lite to its service,- his cére
itor tho edifice he had helped to set up, his carnsstusss to pre-
vent it from _eracking and crumbling afi these obliged him to
swollow din silence the great lic rdgarding the forged will which
the malieions intriguers had fabriedted and who made use of the
ulleged misunderstanding which they themselves invsnted im order
to miglead public opinion end achigve their vicious ends. Conae—
gusntly they tarnished the reputation of Abdul Baha Abbas and
guccceded in discarding lMohemmad aAll Effendi from the lesdership
snd entrosted it to 8 Doy whome they wers able to handle ss they
pleased - on account of %is youth.

Kemar Behai
Grand daughter of Behs U'Llah

Hoife, 20/8/58.
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