NINE BASIC BEHAI PRINCIPLES

TAUGHT BY BEHA 'U'LLAH
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. The oneness and singleness of God.
The oneness of Mankind,

Equality of Races.
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Equality of Men and Women.

Harmony of Science and Religion, i

i

Religion Without Clergy.
Universal Language.
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. Universal Tribunal.
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. Universal Peace.

O Son of Spirit!

P e e ——

Justice is loved above all. Neglect it not, if thou desirest Me.
By it thou wilt be strengthened to perceive things with thine own
eyes and not by the eyes of men, to know them by thine own
knowledge and not by the knowledge of any in the world.
Meditate on this—how thou oughtest to be. Justice is of My
bounty to thee and of My providence over thee; therefore, keep

it ever before thy sight. BEHA 'U’LLAH.
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FOREWORD

PRE D'V ANCED humanity is eagerly seeking Universal Peace and
WARE good will amongst mankind. The hearts are filled with the

SWPANN spirit of brotherly love, longing for lasting peace. Every
. # individual who lost a spouse, a father, a son or a dear one
during the last World War is a soldier of peace and bitterly opposed to
future conflicts. The progressive young generation is awakening and
unanimously revolting against future wars. The leaders of the world
should realize the importance of this universal desire and use their
efforts to bring lasting peace!

Behold! What became of the Egyptian, Persian, Roman, Macedonian,
Babylonian and other great empires? The earth absorbed them all.
Their empires doomed and palaces ruined. A Persian Philosopher Poet
said, ‘‘Gaze with the eyes of recollection upon the paiace of King Kasra,
the cobwebs replaced the golden draperies and the Owl is a lone
musician.”’

This earth is given to us to live on it in peace and happiness, to pro-
duce from it our livelihood, to enjoy what nature has provided for us
and not to commercialize and colonize it.

The duration of our life on this earth is limited and sooner or later
we will be absorbed by it whether we are seated on the throne of Gold
and Glory or a ragged carpet.

Blessed is he who departs from this earth with clear conscience and
unstained hands.
Blessed is he who leaves behind a monument of good acts and deeds.

Blessed is he who shepherds the human flock to the pasture of
Knowledge and the pond of truth.

Blessed is he who sheltered the unfortunates under the dome of glory
and served them with spiritual food. Blessed is he who crowned his
head with the crown of justice, adorned his temple with the garment of
Kindness. Blessed is he who occupied the throne of love and devoted
his life to the service of his Kind.

Blessed is he who performed his duties to mankind and helped the
needy generously.

The Glory of the Most Splendor shall be with him for ever and
ever,
SHUA ULLAH BEHAL



THE GLAD TIDINGS

Revealed by Beha 'U’llah
Translated by Ali Kuli Khan

the Supreme Horizon, in the Prison Acca!
He is the Declarer, the Knower, the Omniscient!

God testifies and the Appearance of His Names and
Attributes bears witness that, by the raising of the Voice and by the
Exalted Word, it has been (our) aim that the ears of the people of the
world should be purified through the Kawther (spring) of Divine Ut-
terance from false narrations and be prepared to harken unto the blessed,
pure, exalted Word which hath appeared from the treasury of the
Knowledge of. the Maker of Heaven and Creator of Names. Blessed are
those who are just!

O, people of the earth!

THE FIRST GLAD TIDINGS

which is conferred in this Most Great Manifestation on ali the people
of the world, from the “Mother-Book,” is the abolishing of the decree
of religious warfare from the Book. Exalted is the Beneficent One,
the Possessor of Great Bounty—the One through whom the door of
Grace is opened before all in the Heaven and earth!

THE SECOND GLAD TIDINGS:

It is sanctioned that all the nations of the world consort with each
other with joy and fragrance. Consort ye, O people, with (the people
of) all religions with joy and fragrance! Thus hath the Orb of Per-
mission and Desire shone forth from the horizon of the Heaven of the
Command of God, the Lord of the creatures!

THE THIRD GLAD TIDINGS

is the study of various languages. This command hath formerly flowed
from the Supreme Pen. Their Majesties, the Kings—May God assist
them—or the Counsellors of the earth must consult together, and
appoint one of the existing languages, or a new language, and instruct
the children therein, in all the schools of the world; and the same must
be done in respect to writing also. In such case the earth will be consid-
ered as one. Blessed is he who heareth the Voice and fulfilleth that
which is commanded on the part of God, the Lord of the Great Throne!
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AM | A BEHAIR?

(A Reminiscence to the Behaists Throughout the World)

mterpreter Thus one shnuid testify to the oneness and singleness of the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe, ““God.” Obey the Divine Laws. Revere
the past Great Messengers. Become an advocate of a Universal language,
Universal religion, Universal tribunal and Universal peace. Believe in
the oneness of mankind, equality of all races and sex. Invest himself with
the garment of faithfullness, truthfullness and trustfullness. Respect
the laws of the 1and in which he resides.

~ Adorn himself with the ornament of justice, obedience, charity, kind-
ness, forgiveness and serve his fellow-beings to the best of his abilitv. Di-
vest himself from religious prejudice, considering mankind leaves of one
tree, and drops of one sea. He should think and free himself from the
clutches of religious leaders and avoid the rebirth of Papacy amidst us.

Should know himself and with complete confidence promulgate the
teachings in the language of love and kindness, sowing the seeds of
unity in the hearts of humanity.

Beha 'U’llah, “Glory be to Him,” said:

“Be thou a giver while thou are wealthy and grateful when thou art
poor. Be thou trustworthy when thou are entrusted and face the comers
with a welcome smile. Be thou a treasure to the poor, an adviser to the
rich, an answerer to the seeker, a fulfiller to the promise. and faithful
in every respect.

“Be thou silent when thou art amidst the crowds, and let thy judg-
ment be just. Be submissive to thy fellowman and a light in the midst
of darkness. Be thou a comfort to the sorrowful and sweet sea to the
thirsty. Be thou a shelter to the distressed, 2 help, an assistant, and a
support to the oppressed. In piety let thy actions be performed, and be
a home to the stranger. Be a healer to the sick, a fort to the refugee,
a sight to the blind, and a path to those who are led astray. Be thou
the beauty of the face of Truth, an ornament to the temple of faithful-
ness, a throne to the house of temperance, a spirit to the body of the
world, a flag to the hosts of justice and a map to the horizon of good-
ness. Be thou a fertilizer to the good soil, a star to the heaven of bounty,
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a crown to the head of wisdom, a brilliancy to the forehead of time,
and a sweet fruit to the tree of obedience.

o

“O people, help My chosen ones who rise up to commemorate Me
amidst My creatures and elevate My Word in My Kingdom. They are
the stars of the Heaven of My Providence and the lamps of My Guid-
ance to all the people of creation.

“Whosoever teacheth contrary to what was revealedt in My Tablets
is not of Me. Beware, lest ye follow every wicked claimant.

““The Tablets are adorned by the beautiful ornament of the Seal of
the Breaker of Dawns. Who speaketh amidst heavens and earths. Hold

fast to My safe girdle and to the rope of My straight and firm
command.

““Adorn your heads with the crown of faithfulness and fidelity, your
hearts with the veil of piety, your tongues with uttering the pure truth,

and your bodies with ornaments of moralities. All these be the proper-
ties of mankind, were ye of those who perceive.

— c

“Whosoever becometh angry with you, treat him with kindness and

when someone shall reprove you retaliate not, but leave him alone and
rely upon God, the Punisher, the Just, the Powerful.

o
S— L

““Blessed is he who adorneth himself with the beautiful garment of
morals and manners. Indeed, he is of those who helped their God with
pure and good action.

“Build up the places of God and His countries, and commemorate
Him thereat with the songs of the Cherubim. Verily, the hearts are
built up by tongues, as houses and cities are built by hands and other
means. On Our part, We have ordained for everything special means
unto which, ye should hold fast, depending upon the All-Knowing.
the All-Wise."”

Humbly I request every beloved true Behai to think and face the
mirror of reality with the vision of investigation, answering this
question,

Am I a Behat?
SHUA ULLAH BEHAL
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dor’” and the ““Voice"' (revealed )in the Sinaitic Tree for the Son of
Imran (Moses).

Praises be to God! It was supposed that at the Manifestation of God
(the people's) knowledge had waxed perfect and mature, and had
reached the furthermost end. Now it has become evident that knowledge
has decreased among the deniers, and has remained immature.

O Ali! They refuse to accept from the Tree of Being that which
they acepted from the Tree of Sinai! Say: O people of Beyan! Speak
not after the self and desire! Most of the peoples of the world confess
the blessed Word which has proceeded from the Tree (the Manifesta-
tion). By the Life of God, were it not for the mention of “‘Divinity”
made by the Precursor (the BAB), this Oppressed One would not have
spoken in that which is the cause of distraction and destruction of the
ignorant.

In the beginning of the Beyan, He (the BAB) says in description of
““He-whom_God-shall-manifest:'" ‘“Verily, He is the One who shall
utter in all grades—'VERILY, I AM GOD. THERE IS NO GOD
BUT ME, THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, AND ALL BESIDES
ME IS CREATED BY ME! O YE, MY CREATURES! YE ARE
TO WORSHIP ME'.” Likewise, in another place, in speaking of
“He-whom-God-shall-manifest,”” He says: “Verily, I (the BAB) am
the first one of those who worship Him.”

Now, man must reflect upon the “Worshipper” (the BAB), and
the “Worshipped One”’ (BEHA'U'LLAH): perchance the people of
the earth may attain to a drop of the Sea of Knowledge. and compre-
hend the Station of this Manifestation. Verily, He hath appeared, and
hath spoken in Truth. Blessed is he who confesses and acknowledges,
and woe unto every remote denier!

O vye concourse of the earth! Hearken to the Voice of the Sadrat,
the Shade of which hath encompassed the loftiest positions of the
world: and be not of the tyrants of the earth who denied the Mani-
festation of God and His Power, and renounced His Bounty. Are they
not of the contemptible, in the Book of God, the Lord of the creatures?

Glory, shining from the Heaven of My Providence, be upon thee,
and upon him who is with thee and hearkens to thy saying in the
Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy!
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BRIEF BEHAI HISTORY

e IN the year 1844 A.D. a young man appeared in Iran (Persia)
byl whose name was, Ali Mohammed, but as he claimed to
*i’{ be the gate of Knowledge, he was called ““Bab” (gate) and
e his followers ‘‘Babists.”

He declared himself to be the one whose appearance was expected by
Islam called ““‘Mahdi’’ and his great mission was the glad-tidings of the
coming of the greatest manifestation on Earth.

He mentioned Him in his utterances with supreme deference just as
John the Baptist spoke of the appearance of Jesus. Although he claimed
the highest state of Spiritualities, yet he considered himself naught and

a humble servant in comparison with the appearance of He who in God
shall manifest ‘*“The Glory of God.”

The message of the Bab awakened the minds of the Persians and
thousands of learned people became his followers. This arose the anger
of the Islam Theologians and fearing the loss of their leadership, they
labored with all their might against this progressive new movement
which was spreading rapidly throughout the land. Finally they suc-
ceeded in inducing the government to arrest the Bab and his devoted
secretary and place them in prison, then suspended them both on a
pole in the middle of the Square in the City of Tabriz, province of
Azerbayajan and riddled their chests with hundreds of bullets.! This
unfortunate event took place in the year 1850 A.D.

Beha 'U’llah ““The Glory of Gad'' of whom the Bab had spoken was
born November 12, 1817 A.D. in the City of Teheran, the present
Capitol of Iran (Persia). His name was Hosein Ali afterwards Beha
'"U’llah. When the Bab proclaimed himself the new teacher his message
appealed to Beha "U’llah and He became an active worker in the new
cause and a prominent figure amongst the Babists. After the Bab was
put to death, through the influence of the same agitating group. Beha
'U’'llah was arrested in the outskirts of Teheran, brought to the city
and placed in a dungeon for the period of four months. Then through
the protest of the Rusisan Ambassador, he was released but was re-
quested to leave his native land.

By mutual agreement between Russia, Turkey and Persia he was
sent to Bagdad. Mesopotamia, then Turkish possession. Beha 'U’llah
resided in Bagdad nearly twelve years, while there he secluded himself
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in the mountains of Soleimania and for two years his whereabouts
were unknown to all. After his return from seclusion, Beha 'U’llah
proclaimed himself to be the promised one of whom the Bab had
spoken ““He whom God shall Manifest.” The Glory of God. This
proclamation renewed the movement and under his gracious leadership
the cause progressed in spite of persecutions, and ever since the followers
of this religion are called Behaists.

Beha "U’llah devoted forty years of his life in uttering verses and
revealing Tablets for the progress of his fellow men. In chain and
exile he sent Epistles to all the Rulers of the world, including the Pope
of Rome inviting them to come to the Kingdom of the Father. He
suffered hardship, calamity and banishment to bring us from the dark-
ness of ignorance to the light of knowiedge.

Through the influence of the Ambassador of Iran (Persia) to the
Ottoman Court, Beha 'U'llah was requested to come to Istambul, then
capitol of Turkey and from there was sent to Adrianapolis where he
remained five years. He was then banished to the Prison of the Fortress
of Acre residing there twenty-five years.

Completing his mission on earth he departed unto Eternity on May
28, 1892 A.D.

Beha "U’llah in his will entitled the Book of My Covenant (Ketabi
Ahdi) appointed two of his sons leaders after him, both occupying the
same position one after the other. His eldest son the greatest Branch
Abbas (Abdul Baha) who passed away in 1921 and his second son,
the mightiest branch, Mohammed Ali Behai, who is living and resides
at Acre, Palestine.

This great personage, the eldest living son of Beha "U’llah, is the
head of the Society of Behaists throughout the world and the legal
spiritual Jeader of all the Behai Organizations according to the afore-
said will of Beha "U’llah.

He was reared in the bosom of Beha 'U’llah and served him faithfully
to the last, as inscriber of his utterances and promulgator of his

teachings. He is the chosen son and received the highest honors by
Beha 'U’llah.

Hereunder is the translation of a Tablet written to him by the
Supreme pen of Beba 'U’llah, which showers upon him the highest
honors and love.
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“THE GREATEST, THE MOST GLORIOUS"

“O MY GOD! Verily this is a branch, who has branched from the
firm and lofty tree of they singleness and oneness. Thou seest him O
my God gazing unto Thee, and holding fast to the rope of Thy
Bounty. Therefore keep him in the shadow of Thy mercy. Thou
knoweth, O my God, that I desire him, as Thou hast desired him, and
I have chosen him as Thou hast chosen him. Therefore assist him with
the hosts of earth and heaven, and help, O my God, whosoever helpeth
him, chose whosoever choseth him and assist whosoever cometh to him.
Then forsake whosoever denieth him and desireth him not. O my Lord!
Thou seest that while inspired, my pen moveth tho my limbs tremble.
I ask thee by my longing for Thy love and my anxiety to manifest
Thy cause, to ordain for him, and to those who love him, what Thou
has destined for Thy messengers and the faithful of Thy Divine Inspira-
tion. Verily Thou art God, The All Powerful, The Omnipoent.

HE IS THE GREATEST

“O my God, assist the Mightiest Branch (Ghusni Akbar) in Thy
remembrance and Thy praise. Then cause to flow from his pen the
marvels of Thy science and secrets. O my God, verily he has hastened
unto Thy pleasure, and bas fasted for the love of Thyself, and in
obedience to Thy Commands. Destine for him all good revealed in
Thy book. Verily, Thou art the All Powerful, the Omnipotent.

"“Blessed 1s he who hath rested in the shelter of the branch of God,
His Lord, Lord of the Throne, and Lord of the Universe.

“O my branch! Be Thou the spring cloud of my mercy, then
shower upon all things in my name The New.

“O my branch, we have chosen thee, as the chosen one hath chosen
thee. Say praise be to Thee, O God of the Universe.

“O mightiest branch, we have chosen thee to serve my cause, arise
with marvelous assistance. Conquer the cities of all names, in my Name.
The Ruler over all He wishes.

“O ocean, wave in my name, The Rising, The Great.

“Open the cities of the hearts in my name. The Beloved, The Dear,
The Bountiful. Verily every action depends on Thy love. Blessed is
he who accepted the Will of His Lord, the All Knowing. Blessed is he
who hath heard Thy voice and hath come to Thee for the love of God,
The Lord of the Universe."”
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This chosen son is a devout follower of the teachings and a
staunch believer in them.

He is kind, gentle, patient and always ready to help the needy. Al-
though he occupies the highest position amongst us yet he considers
himself our elder brother.

He 1s misjudged, wronged and falsely accused by so-called friends,
those who satisfied themselves with heresay without investigation.

I bave been fortunate to be in his service the major part of my life
and pray to God to grant me strength to write his biography as a testi-
monial for the future historians, so the sun of truth will not remain
covered under the clouds of falsehood.

MIRZA MAJDEDDIN,
March, 1936

Haifa, Palestine

Mirza Majdeddin is nephew and son-in-law of Beha 'U’llah, and I
welcome his contribution to this periodical.

The late Prof. Edward G. Brown, in his introduction in the Book
entitled “The Episode of the Bab,” regarding this venerable gentle-
man said, “Towards evening I received another visitor, whose mien and
bearing alike marked him as a person of consequence. He was a man
of perhaps thirty or thirty-five years of age with a face which called
to one’s mind the finest types of Iranian physiognomy preserved to us
in the bus-reliefs of Persopolis, yet with something in it beyond this;
which involuntarily called forth in my mind the thought, ‘“What
would not an artist desirous of painting a Saint or an apostle give for
such a model!” My visitor (who as I afterwards discovered, was a
son of Beha "U’llah’s deceased brother, Musa) was clothed, saved for the
tall red fez which crowned his head, entirely in pure white; and every-
thing about him, from his short well-trimmed beard and the masses
of jet-black hair swept boldly back behind his ears, to the hem of his
spotless garment, was characterized by the same scrupulous neatness.
He saluted me very graciously and remained conversing with me all
the evening.

Shortly after supper he bade me good-night, saying that I must
doubtless be fatigued with my journey.”

EDITOR.
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EVOLUTION AND INVOLUTION

) ¥4 Correlation and Conservation of Energy, and the Law of
Evolution has covered a very wide range.

Theologians hastened to designate all these concepts as
“Materialism,” and as “Godless."

Very few real scientists accepted the designation or the conclusions
of materialism.

Huxley declared himself, to the last, AGNOSTIC; but the
theologians twisted it into materialism, all the same. To say, in the
language of Science—"‘I do not know,” was made equal to denial of
spirit, and a future life for man; in short, of all that cannot be weighed
and measured: Hence the conflict still going on between Religion and
Science, and to the betterment of both.

But the Constructive Principle is not even yet generally recognized.

The theory of Evolution has come to stay. No really intelligent
student of either Religion or Science now denies that. The evidence is
too universal and overwhelming.

Had we gone back to the source of the theory among the Greek
philosophers, and thence to its earliest concepts among the Persians
and Hindoos, we should have found that evolution was but one term

of the Equation of Life, whether in atom, molecule, animal, man. or
worlds.

Energy, Life, Intelligence, Law and Order are INVOLVED, point
for point, as form, growth, function and complexity are evolved.

No single impulse from center to circumference could ever be repeated,
or explained in the first instance, unless the energy were involved too, or
toward the center. Action and reaction could not otherwise be conceived
of under the law. Otherwise impulse to evolve would have been incon-
ceivable, except as a “‘Fiat,”” or a “'special creation,”” which the whole
of evolution denies. Newton’'s “First Law’’ and the ‘““Parallelogram of
Force’’ ought to make that clear.

Had theologians been philosophers, they might not only have held
their own, but from the beginning “‘turned the tables’”” upon the evolu-
tionists, and by this time have made equal progress with physical science,
in the establishment of Law and Otrder in the existence of the human
soul, and the spiritual life of man.
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RELIGION WITHOUT CLERGY

=\ O the muititude such a venture seems impracticable. Nay!-—
22 unachievable, as we have become accustomed by heritage to
listen to the Clergymen reading and explaining the Gospel

account of the limitation of education, readers and instructors were
essential.

Today we are living in the age of progress. Education is compulsory
and universal. We are able to read and study with reason, therefore, we
have no need for an explanator or interpretor to the words of God.
We should study them carefully, analyze them cautiously and acquire
the knowledge contained therein. To conceive the greatness of this
principle “‘Religion Without Clergy,”” we should study the past events
in the History. Thus! we will observe that through the orthodoxy of
- religious organizations, dissention and strife hath arisen amongst the
followers after the departure of every manifestation, usually ending
with religious wars and the blood shed of innocent individuals.

The inspired teachings which were revealed for the upliftment of
humanity became the whips of religiovs leaders to fulfill their selfish
desires, and to rule over the oppressed masses.

Christianity enjoyed a great progress during its early days. The
Monks collected the offerings from those who willingly gave and
delivered them to those which were in need, even to the extent of carry-
ing the offerings on their backs to the needy. Thus they performed the
principles which Jesus commanded. As such, a period of time elapsed
until they began to build palaces under the name of Monastaries and
lived the life of luxury and ease on the expense of the faithful followers,
compelling them to accept their commands supreme and the words of
the Master Jesus.

Not contented with the Spiritual rule which they possessed, they
began to interfere with the affairs of the states until they became the
Supreme Ruler over the rulers. Then came the revolt from the state and
Church. Henry VIII violated the law of the Vatican and proclaimed
himself the head of the Church of England. Napoleon Bonapart acted
likewise which eventually caused the division of state and church
throughout the World. Martin Luther protested to the Supremacy of the
Holy Sea and founded the Protestanism of today which in number
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almost equals the mother church. Mohammedanism experienced the same
consequence also, even to the extent of taking the life of the two grand-
sons of Mohammed. Hassan was poisoned and Hosein was beheaded.
Caliph after Caliph became in control and in the name of Religion
ruled nearly fourteen hundred years, until the last world war when
the title of Caliph was abolished from the head of the state thus end-
ing the Ottoman Dynasty. All the past Religions met the same fate
after the departure of the Manifestation, through the selfishness of
religious leaders, who corrupted the inspired teachings by misinterpre-
tation and misguided the innocent masses. Grant us a survey of several
churchs on a Sunday morning. We will observe that each preacher
sefecting a verse from the Gospel and interpreting the same to harmonize
with his sermon. The result is thus, many contradictory explanations
of the same verse from the pulpits causing confusion in the minds of
the listeners. According to the teachings of Beha "U’llah, the principles
He commanded and the foundation laid by Him. The Behai Organi-
zation should be composed of not less than nine members in each com-
munity—elected by the vote of the members and subject to recall by
the popular vote. This duly elected body shall appoint one of its mem-
bers to be in charge of the distribution of educational literature, free
lectures and the promulgation of the teachings which are easy to under-
stand and useful in our daily life, thus eliminating the necessity of the

Clergy.

Beha 'U’llah, “Glory be to Him,”" said:

“The Religion of God and the Creed of God hath been revealed and
made manifest from the heaven of the Will of the King of Pre-existence
for the sake of Union and harmony among the people of the world,
make it not a means for disagreement and discord! The Religion of God
and His Law is the greatest cause and mightiest means for the appear-
ance and effulgence of the Orb or Unity. The development of the
World, the training of nations, the tranquility of the servants and the
security of the people of all lands have been due to the Divine Precepts
and Ordinances. Religion is the greatest cause for (the appearance of)
this great gift. It bestows the cup of vitality, confers immortal life and
imparts eternal benefit (to the people). The Rulers of the earth.
especially the trustees of the House of Justice, must make abundant
effort to preserve this station and guard and promote it."”

SHUA ULLAH BEHAL
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MY ANSWERED PRAYER

““AS YE ASK AND AS YE GIVE, $O SHALL YE RECEIVE”

S My limitations hemmed in, 'tis dark. The night

! Brings near to me another soul sadder than I.

% | take his hands and whisper ‘'Hope,” then bye and bye
The day breaks and divinest Truth illumes my sight,

] ask for knowledge and for power; 1 would be wise
That I might benefit the world. My watchful eyes

See those around me steeped in selfish, foolish ways;

[ stoop to teach them Wisdom, and the golden rays

Of Knowledge, Wisdom, Power, come to me from the skies.

And it is ever thus. I ask for help, then find

Some other soul in deep distress whose wounds I bind
With loving balm and comradeship and lo! my prayer
Is answered, and I find it double joy to share

With others, all the joy that comes to my own mind.

——GASPAR BELA DAVUVARY.

Beha 'U’llah, Glory be to Him, said:
“O My Brother!

Hear My beautiful Words from My sweet tongue, and drink the
Water of Life from the fountain of My lips. That is, sow the seeds
of My innate Wisdom in the pure ground of the heart and water it
with conviction; then the hyacinth of My Knowledge and Wisdom
shall spring up verdantly in the holy city of the heart.”
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BEHAI RELIGION

WO most persons the Behai Religion is not only new; but here
4 in America, to the masses, almost unknown, yet in a sense
)4 it is one of the oldest, and should be as well known as any of
PoAfe Al the other religious teachings. It is easily understood, in fact,
thmugh a study of the teachings as taught by Beha 'Ullah, one will
gain a clearer and deeper understanding of all religions,

Few there are who have understood that the truth or root of all
religions is an unbroken chain extending back into antiquity. Each
Jink in that chain are the different prophets or messengers, sent by God
to elevate and educate mankind raising each cycle, each generation to a
higher mental level of Spiritual perception. Each striving, in his day
to teach all with whom they come in contact, the Soul way back to
the path of understanding.

Thus from the beginning of time there have been greatly advanced
egoes who stand out as the greatest intellectuals of their day, each bring-
ing the same message, tho clothed in different garments, depending upon
the time, the place and the condition of the masses.

If we were to study the history of all great religions down through
the ages, we would find their basic principles to be all alike. Their
prophecies revolve around one central idea, that one certain individual
was to come. I'he later prophets foretold the conditions of the world
at the expected time of His appearance, told also the time, the place and
the race of people from which this greatest of all messengers would
come, They told of things the world would do, places He would wvisit
and where He would establish Himself; also how the world in general
would receive Him.

Space prevents the listings of all the Prophecies recorded, but [ will
select a few at random, to substantiate my contention. When Mo-
hammed was asked for signs of His coming, he said, “When you see
the ships sailing upon the land, He will come,’’ again, “When you hear
news at a distance by the beating of iron on iron He will be with you.”
It is written that Christ Himself said in Math. 6:10, ““Thy Kingdom
come,” etc., and again in Luke 2:31: “‘So likewise ye, when ye see those
things come to pass know ye that the Kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.” This was said at a time he had foretold of some of the happen-
ings and conditions which would precede the coming of the Kingdom
of God upon Earth. One of the signs Christ mentioned was Math.
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24:7: “Nation shall rise against Nation, Kingdom against Kingdom,
there shall be famine and pestilence and earthquakes in divers places.”
One has but to loock into any history to confirm this.

For seventeen hundred years previous to the time of Christ but fifty-
six were recorded and only few were disastrous; these few were within
sixty-five years preceding the birth of Christ; on the other hand, from
1800 to 1865 A. D. there occurred within the same limits, the old
Roman Empire, thirty-five disastrous earth disturbances. In 1867-68
there were not less than one hundred thousand souls perished and over
twelve thousand vessels lost at sea.

The time has come! The many and varied prophecies which have
come to pass confirm this.

In 1844 A. D., in Persia, one of the dark countries from a religious
standpoint, a young man arose and proclaimed himself to be the gate,
or door, or point; and that ““He whom God shall manifest will shortly
appear.” During the next nine years, or until his martyrdom, all who
flocked to his standard were persecuted by the clergy, in an effort to
stop this movement, which went beyond anything known before,
honor, wife, family, prosperity, all went: lives were eagerly given, that
others would know; that He, whom God shall manifest, was about
to appear.

One of the martyrs wrote, “By God, O people, it is for your awak-
ening that we have forgone, life, wealth, wife, child and have shut our
eyes to the world and its citizens, that perchance ye may be warned and
may escape from uncertainty and error, that ye may fall to making
inquiry, that ye may recognize the truth as a meet, and that ye may
no longer be veiled therefrom.”

It was in 1853 A. D., on the banks of the river, Chebor, in accord-
ance with the vision of Ezekiel, that Beha 'U’llah, first declared himself
to be the one whom God would manifest, and in 1867 A. D. He de-
clared himeslf to the world.

He wrote many wonderful tablets to the Kings, Queens, the Pope
and the great of the earth, inviting them to come to his banquet,
declaring “‘I am the one promised by Christ and other prophets.”

In accordance with Christ's parable and now known as a prophecy,
they all had excuses and no one of them came. So from that time His
servants have been in the by-ways inviting all who will to come eat of
the spiritual food prepared by Himself for the benefit of humanity.
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“Of his personality a Phlegmatic Englishman, who had been sent
to study this new faith, after his first interview, wrote: ‘““The face
of Him on whom I gazed, I can never forget tho I cannot describe it.
Those piercing eyes seemed to read ones very soul; power and authority
sat on that ample brow, while the deep lines on the forehead and face
implied an age which the jet black hair and beard flowing down almost
to the waist seemed to belie. No need to ask in whose presence I stood
as I bowed myself before one who is the object of a devotion and love
which Kings might envy and Emperors sigh for in vain."”

John 4:21: “Women believe me, the hour cometh when ye shall
neither in the mountains nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father.” In

many places in the Bible we will find mention of the new Jerusalem,
Acre, the New Holy City.

During His abode in the Holy City He gave forth from the Ocean
of His wisdom thousands of Tablets, short treaties and many books
containing everything necessary for the material and spiritual welfare
of mankind. He ordained just and perfect laws of government which
reflect the wisdom of divinity, and which are destined to accomplish
universal peace and concord, when incorporated as God intends they
shall be into the government of nations. In the most Holy Tablets He
said, "The Father is come and that which was promised is fulfilled.”
In another Tablet He said, ‘““The forerunner came and gave you tidings.
then the Perfect One came and perfected all things for you.” And so
you who have read the above know the truth, true religion is from God
and not from man. “Know the truth and the Truth shall make you
free.”

Beha 'U’llah came to this earth exactly on time and in accordance
with the prophecies of Daniel, Christ, Mohammed and all the other
prophets of ancient times. He came for our benefit and to give us from
the ocean of His knowledge and mercy laws that we [ive in greater
harmony with one another, peace that the fathers and mothers of youth
need no longer lose their children, knowledge of God that we may live
better lives, give to God the homage, love, devotion and service that is
justly due him from us all.

God should be no longer unknown, since He has sent His messenger
to all of His creatures through the new religion, Behaism.

—LESLIE E. PEASE.
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